Allusion

An allusion is a reference to a real or fictitious person, event, place, work of art, or another work of literature within writing.
In order for an allusion to be effective, the reader must be familiar with the original work. In the example below, the reader must be familiar with A Christmas Carol or the character of Ebenezer Scrooge.
example:
My father showed he is a Scrooge because he would not lend me money to pay my medical bills.
People who recognize Ebenezer Scrooge as a mean and stingy man know what the author means by this statement.

You can commonly find allusions to well-known works:

examples:
· Roman/Greek mythology

· the Bible

· Shakespearean plays

· fairy tales
Common Allusions

	Allusion
	Literary Work
	Meaning

	David and Goliath
	Bible
	battle against strong odds

	Romeo and Juliet
	Shakespeare
	doomed love affair

	Mercury
	Roman mythology
	god of trickery/a messenger

	Armageddon
	Bible
	battle of good versus evil

	Cinderella
	Fairy tale
	a person treated unfairly

	Ceres
	Roman mythology
	goddess of the harvest

	Odyssey
	Greek epic poem


The Odyssey
	long and unpredictable trip

	Garden of Eden
	Bible
	Biblical home of the first two people, Adam and Eve/ a perfect place

	Trojan horse
	Greek mythology
	disguise used to fool an enemy

	Sleeping Beauty
	Fairy tale
	a person who sleeps

	Mars
	Roman mythology
	god of war

	Good Samaritan
	Bible
	a person who unselfishly helps another

	Cupid's arrow
	Roman mythology
	a person struck by love


Note: Sometimes, it is easy to recognize that an author is using an allusion but difficult to tell what literary work the allusion is drawn from. If you cannot recognize the allusion, first check a reference source for the allusion. If you do not have access to a reference source, look at the passage closely for context clues. You may be able to discover the author's meaning first from the passage and research the allusion later.
