Analogies

	Analogies show what pairs of words have in common. The most important thing about analogies is to figure out the relationship between each pair of words. The relationships between the words in analogies could fall into these categories:


	Purpose -
	One word in a pair shows the purpose of the other word.

For example, scissors are to cut as broom is to _____.

The answer would be sweep because scissors are used to cut just as a broom is used to sweep.

	
Opposites -
	
The words in the pairs are opposites.

For example, light is to dark as hot is to _____.

The answer would be cold because light is the opposite of dark just as hot is the opposite of cold.

	
Part/Whole -
	
One word in the pair is a part whereas the other word is the whole.

For example, finger is to hand as toe is to _____.

The answer would be foot because a finger is part of a hand just as a toe is part of a foot.

	
Association -
	
One word in a pair is linked to or associated with the other.

For example, milk is to cow as egg is to _____.

The answer would be chicken because milk is associated with cowjust as an egg is associated with chicken.

	
Object/Location -
	
One word in the pair is an object, and the other word tells where the object is normally found.

For example, cows are to farms as elephants are to _____.

The answer would be zoos because cows can be found on farmsjust as elephants can be found in zoos.

	
Cause/Effect -
	
One word in the pair shows the cause, and the other word shows the effect.

For example, fire is to burn as heavy rain is to _____.

The answer would be flood because a fire can cause things to burnjust as heavy rain can cause things to flood.


	The order of words in analogies is also very important. For example, if you are given "scissors are to cut," the answer "as sweep is to brooms" is INCORRECT. The correct answer would be "as brooms are to sweep."



A common way to write analogies uses colons. 

Example:

cow : milk :: chicken : egg

This says "cow is to milk as chicken is to egg." When you read an analogy like this, a single colon (:) means "is to" and a double colon (::) means "as."



SAMPLE QUESTIONS
	1.
	Sheep is to herd as lion is to

A. roar.
B. pride.
C. mane.
D. cubs.

Explanation: Make a sentence showing how “sheep” and “herd” are related and then find a word that has the same relationship with “lion.” A group of “sheep” is a “herd” just like a group of “lions” is a “pride.” The correct answer is B.

	2.
	Complete the analogy below using the same relationship.

bracelet : wrist :: ring : 

A. watch
B. neck
C. gold
D. finger

Explanation: Find a relationship between the first pair of words (“bracelet” and “wrist”), and then see if the third word (“ring”) and an answer choice share the same relationship. A “bracelet” is worn on a “wrist,” and a “ring” is worn on a “finger.” The correct answer is D.


	Analogies

An analogy is a relationship between two things. Analogies can show similarities or differences between objects, ideas, or situations. The purpose of an analogy is to make something clearer to the reader. Determining the type of relationship is the key to understanding an analogy.

Common Analogy Relationships
Relationship
Definition
Example
Shared quality

synonyms

impetuous: rash

Lack of quality

antonyms

enthusiasm: boredom

Degree

greater to lesser or
lesser to greater

guffaw: giggle/
whisper: scream

Part to whole or Whole to part

one word in the pair is a part,
the other is the whole

drawer: desk/
house: room

Kind

specific to general or
general to specific

salamander: lizard/
dog: poodle

Sequence

first to last or last to first

arrest: trial

Location or proximity

how close one thing is to another

knee: calf

Device or association

object to user or user to object

wrench: plumber

Cause/Effect

one thing causes another

accident: traffic backup


Analogies in passages often use similes and metaphors to draw a comparison. You may recall that a simile is a comparison that uses "like" or "as." A metaphor is a comparison in which an author identifies one thing as another thing. 

Example:

The arts have an essential and unique place in educational curriculum. If education is a feast or smorgasbord, the arts should be a main course instead of a side dish. Studies have already shown the importance of the arts in preparing students to learn other subjects better. But I argue that just as some students have a propensity toward math, science, or other subjects that are considered core areas, many students have gifts and talents in the arts that must be nurtured and developed.Educating the next relativity theorist is just as important as enlightening the next music theorist.Neither child should go neglected. Stop treating artistic students as if they were as dull as ditchwater.

This passage uses two analogies. The first one is a metaphor that compares education to a "feast" and the arts to a "main course." The writer wants the reader to associate the arts with food, something that is essential to life.

The second comparison is a simile that likens artistic students to "dull ditchwater." The writer draws on a common expression to show that the study of art is not as respected as the study of science or math.


