Author's Purpose

	An author always has a purpose in mind when writing. An author's purpose guides his or her language, tone, and selection of details. It is important to recognize the author’s purpose so that you can be aware of how the author is trying to affect you.



There are a number of verbs that can describe an author’s purpose.


	inform
	describe
	enlighten
	condemn

	explain
	argue
	persuade
	entertain

	narrate
	investigate
	teach
	instruct

	express
	illustrate
	warn
	report




When an author is writing to inform, he or she should give facts and be objective.
· textbooks

· news reports

· encyclopedias


When an author is writing to persuade, he or she will attempt to influence the reader with persuasive techniques and language.
· advertisements

· newspaper editorials

· commercials


When an author is writing to entertain, look for humor and creative language. Because most stories are written to entertain, look for characters, plot, and setting.
· novels

· movies

· comics

· television shows


When an author is writing to instruct, look for numbered steps and/or command verbs.
· recipes

· directions

· instruction manuals


Examples:

Look at how an author can write about one topic for different purposes.

Inform: How Exercise Affects the Human Body
Persuade: Everyone Should Exercise Every Day
Entertain: The Funny Things I See When Jogging
Instruct: How to Do Lunges and Squats

Inform: The Anatomy of Cats
Persuade: Why Everyone Should Own a Cat
Entertain: The Adventures of Fluffy the Cat
Instruct: How to Groom Your Cat

Inform: The History of Computers
Persuade: Buy a PC (Not a Mac)
Entertain: The Computer Is Ruining My Life!
Instruct: How to Change Your Computer’s Settings
