Context Clues

A key to reading well is being able to understand what you read.  Sometimes, this is easier said than done. 
Some vocabulary words can be confusing, odd, or unknown. 
When this happens, it helps if you can at least understand the other words in the paragraph you are reading. 
The information in the paragraph can be a clue to help you understand the words you don't know. This is called a context clue. 
Context clues are the words around the unknown word. It is also the information that makes up the rest of the paragraph.
These are some things to look for when using context clues:
· Punctuation marks - a comma or dash may show you something about the unknown words. They can also give a clue to the new word's definition.
· example: Jorge was vexed at the referee's decision—he yelled until his coach had to calm him down.
· Key words, such as "or" and "that is," may give you a hint to a definition.

· example: The restaurant said that removing one's hat during the show wasobligatory, or necessary.
· Make sure to read the entire passage. An unknown word may make more sense after you read the entire paragraph or passage.
· example: Roger Kerrington had an insatiable hunger for knowledge. He was the library's best patron, checking out at least ten new books a week. Whether it was about history, art, literature, math, or science, Roger wanted to know everything.
