Drawing Inferences and Conclusions

	Inferences and conclusions are speculations and assumptions that are derived through a process of logic and based on evidence and probability. These judgments and decisions formed by the reader often derive only from what is suggested in a passage rather than from what is actually said by the author.



Good writers show the reader just as much as they tell the reader about a subject. The author's details, diction, and style reveal much more than what is said in any text. A good reader will actively engage a text through a close reading. The ability to form conclusions enriches the reading process as well as increases one’s overall understands of a text.

Tips for Drawing Inferences and Conclusions
· Read the passage closely and carefully. Examine the details of the setting and people involved. What do the person’s actions reveal about their motivation? Why do they act or say the things they do?
· Analyze the way the author discusses and describes the topic. What does the author reveal verses what the author may imply or suggest? What motivates the author? Why does he or she say the things they do?
· Make sure your inferences/conclusions rely mainly on the author's words rather than your own feelings or experience. Your goal is to read the author's mind, not invent your own message.
· Check to see if your inference/conclusion is contradicted (proven wrong) by any statements in the paragraph. If it is, it is not an appropriate or useful inference/conclusion.
· If the passage is a difficult one, check to see if you can actually identify the statements that led you to your conclusion. This kind of close reading is a good comprehension check. It will also help you remember the material.

