Fact and Opinion

	Because every writer has personal opinions about the subjects he or she writes about, most essays and articles will contain a mixture of facts and opinions. It is important for readers to be able to differentiate between the two and to form their own judgments.



Facts

A fact is a statement that is based on actual evidence and can be proven true with empirical data or personal observations. Facts cannot be disputed because there is evidence to back them up. When looking for facts, ask yourself, “Can I prove this statement is true?” For example, statistics can be proven true by looking at the research conducted.
Examples:

“More than 600,000 persons die each year from various types of cardiovascular disease. Approximately half of those deaths result from sudden cardiac death. Up to 50% of sudden cardiac deaths occur before the patient reaches a hospital.”

—Emergency Medical Technician: Making the Difference

“In fact, for a rare recessive trait to appear, two people who are heterozygous for the trait must mate, and even then there is only a one-in-four chance of a homozygous recessive offspring.” 
—Biology: The Dynamics of Life

“As in West Asia, numerous armed revolts against European domination in Africa took place during the first quarter of the twentieth century.” 
—World History Volume II: Since 1500: The Age of Global Integration
Opinions

An opinion is a statement of personal feeling or judgment. It shows what people believe, feel, or interpret from a situation, and it cannot be proven true. Opinions are often used in persuasion if the opinion comes from an expert. The expert’s opinions will be highly regarded, but the audience should remember that they are still only one person’s opinions. When looking for opinions, ask yourself, “Could someone reasonably disagree with this statement?” For example, people can disagree with statements that declare something to be the best or worst.
Examples:

“Few things are more exciting or rewarding than answering a call for help.” 
—Emergency Medical Technician: Making the Difference

“Richard Erskine Frere Leakey’s most important contribution to anthropology was his discovery in 1967 along the shore of Lake Turkana of more than 400 hominid fossils.” 
—Biology: The Dynamics of Life

“During the golden age of the empire under Suleiman, Ottoman society was remarkably open.” 
—World History Volume II: Since 1500: The Age of Global Integration
	WATCH OUT!

	Watch out for facts that look like opinions.

FACT: The president of the United States thinks that we are the best country in the entire world.

This statement is a fact. You can prove the statement is true by asking the president which country he thinks is best. This statement is not saying that the U.S. is the best country; only that one person thinks it is the best country.


