Inferences and Conclusions

When you make inferences or draw conclusions, you make guesses about things not directly stated in the passage. You use details provided by the author along with what you know of real life to make conclusions and inferences. The author of a passage may not tell you everything directly. Some authors “show” something by using specific details. You should use details as clues to help you figure things out.
Imagine that you are in a lobby of a building that does not have windows. You see people walking in with damp clothes. Some people are wiping water off their glasses. Some people have squeaky shoes that leave water footprints. You should know that it is raining outside even though no one has told you it is raining.You can just tell from the evidence around you.
Tips for Making Inferences

· 
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Look for details about what a person does. What do the person’s actions tell you? What can you conclude about the person’s traits?
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Look for details that describe a place or event. Based on real life, what do those details tell you?
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Look for facts given in a nonfiction passage. Ask yourself, what do those facts mean overall? What do the facts tell me about the subject?
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Analyze the way the author discusses and describes the topic. What can you tell about the author from his or her writing? How does the author probably feel about the topic?
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Make an inference or conclusion about something in the passage. Find the details that led you to that conclusion.
example:
A Coffee Complication

	        
	        "Just another morning," Lane grumbled to herself as she smacked the alarm clock until the buzzing noise finally quieted.With a heavy sigh, she pushed herself upright and stumbled out of bed. Lane was not a morning person, and she knew it. She had a set system of getting up that she managed to follow even in her zombie state. If nothing else, she could follow a routine.
        She mumbled incoherently as she shuffled along the hallway. Lane slowly opened her eyes so that when she reached the kitchen, her eyes were almost fully open. As she reached for the coffee pot, Lane cocked her head to the side in confusion. It was empty. She shook the pot as if magically coffee would appear. Still nothing. She became more anxious as she began frantically checking for coffee, coming up with nothing. However would she survive a morning without coffee?
        First, Lane looked to make sure the coffee maker was plugged in. Then, she checked to see that water was filled up to the four-cup line. Then she opened the top to see if there was a filter holding grounds. That, she noticed, was empty. She frantically searched each and every kitchen cabinet, but she couldn't find coffee. She sighed and ran through her options.There was a coffee shop a couple of blocks away, but it was in the opposite direction of school. She knew that would make her late for her first class, which would throw her off the rest of the day. The grocery store was on the way to school. Lane could stop by there and buy coffee filters and grounds to make coffee.But she would have to come back home to make it, and again that would make her late for school. Feeling hopeless, Lane wondered if she could convince one of her teachers to let her have some coffee from the teacher's lounge. As quickly as the idea had come to mind, she dismissed it. Finally, Lane raced to get ready for school. If she worried over her lack of coffee any longer, she was going to be late anyway.
	        


1. Based on her behavior, what can be inferred about Lane's character?
A. Lane is disorganized.
B. Lane is constantly alert.
C. Lane likes structure.
D. Lane is very laid back.
Explanation: The correct answer is choice C, Lane likes structure. Notice how Lane dismisses several different answers to her problem when she realizes that it will mess up her schedule. She also has a routine for getting up and moving each morning that she follows without thinking. The speaker even says, "If nothing else, she [Lane] could follow a routine."
2. What can the reader infer will most likely happen next?
A. Lane will go through the day without coffee.
B. Lane will go to a coffee shop to buy a cup of coffee.
C. Lane will run to the store to buy what she needs to make coffee.
D. Lane will ask to go into the teacher's lounge to grab coffee.
Explanation: The correct answer is choice A. Lane runs through several different options for what she could do about her coffee situation, but dismisses them all for one reason or another. She is even described as feeling "hopeless" about the situation as she desperately tries to think of a possible solution. This suggests that Lane will begrudgingly forgo caffeine for the day.
	Get a Clue
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	The author of a passage may not tell you everything directly. Some authors show something by using specific details. You should use details as clues to help you figure things out.


