Main Idea and Supporting Details

	The main idea or thesis is the controlling idea of a passage. It is the main or basic point that the author wants to convey or prove to the reader. The main idea provides the reader with a clear and specific idea about the topic. A thesis is sometimes written as a single declarative sentence; sometimes it is implied rather than stated directly. The sentences and ideas that explain, describe, or support the thesis or main idea are called supporting details.



The main idea can range from an idea that the author wants the reader to agree with in a newspaper article to a main event that takes place in a story. Each passage you read, whether it is 5 sentences or 500 pages, has a main idea. When you are looking for the main idea, ask yourself:

Why did the author write this passage?

· What is the point he/she is trying to make?

· What is the passage mostly about?

· What idea is conveyed in the passage?

Once you have found the main idea, check it against the passage. The sentences in the passage should support, describe, or explain this idea. These sentences are supporting details. They are used to make the author's main idea stronger. If the sentences do not support what you think is the main idea, then you likely need to analyze the text further. Look over the sentences again and see what point or idea they are trying to explain.

	Note: Main idea and topic are not the same thing. A topic is a general category, like the paparazzi or global warming. A main idea is a specific idea about that topic, like "The paparazzi should not be allowed to follow celebrities in their cars," or "Global warming is already impacting the North and South Poles."


