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Plot

	Plot is the storyline or sequence of related events that take place in a story. It is what happens in a story. All fictional stories have a plot, and all plots have a conflict and a resolution. Conflict is the opposition between characters or forces that shapes or motivates the action of the plot. The resolution is how the conflict is solved and brought to an end.


Sample Story
     Sweating profusely, Jerry was still trying to overcome his shock on winning the scholarship. He shouldn’t even be at this banquet in the first place.The banquet was for finalists, not cheaters.
     He’d only entered the scholarship contest for extra credit. He’d needed the extra points to make a B in English. Another C on his report card would have made him grounded for another three weeks. No way was he going to let that happen.
     So he had paid his friend Lenny to write the essay for him. Lenny needed the money, and he hated to write. It was a win-win situation He didn’t know that Lenny was going to make a huge mistake. How could Lenny mix up his own submission with the paper he wrote for Jerry? How could he give Jerry the better paper to turn in?
     Lenny should be here, not me! Jerry wanted to cry out. He should've just written his own paper. It wasn't that hard of an assignment.
     The other guests were enjoying themselves, conversing with their neighbors and relishing their meal, a mouthwatering plate full of steak and potatoes. But Jerry’s plate remained untouched. Sick to his stomach, he felt like he was going to be found out at any moment, like the word “CHEATER” was stamped on his forehead. He smiled feebly as one person after another came up to congratulate him.
     The guilt was driving him nuts. Excusing himself, Jerry finally got up and left the banquet hall. He couldn’t take the charade any longer. He needed to tell someone the truth. One way or another, Lenny was going to get this scholarship.
Sample Questions
1. What is a major conflict in this selection?

Jerry is overwhelmed with guilt for cheating in a contest.

2. What is a resolution to Jerry’s conflict?

Jerry can tell someone the truth so that Lenny can get the scholarship that he deserves.

3. Why did Jerry enter the scholarship contest?

He wanted to get extra credit in his English class so that he could make a B on his report card.
	Parallel Episode

A parallel episode is a situation that occurs at the same time and mirrors the main plot. Examples of parallel episodes include a mad scientist frantically trying to bring a corpse to life while his faithful assistant tries to revive a dead ivy plant that he had been caring for or the knights of a kingdom battling a fierce dragon while the peasants of the village fight a corrupt king who has been wreaking havoc on their community.


