Pronouns

A pronoun takes the place of a noun. It refers back to the noun that it replaces. Writers need to use the correct pronouns to make their writing easy to understand.
Pronouns must agree in number.

If the pronoun takes the place of a singular noun, you have to use a singular pronoun.

Incorrect:
The horse entered the winner's circle after they won the race.
Correct:
The horse entered the winner's circle after it won the race.
The horse and the jockey entered the winner's circle after they won the race.
The words everybody, anybody, anyone, each, neither, nobody, someone, and somebody are singular and take singular pronouns.

Incorrect:

Anyone can make their dreams come true.
Correct:
Anyone can make his dreams come true. 



Incorrect:
Neither of the dancers performed their best during the competition.
Correct:
Neither of the dancers performed her best during the competition.
Pronouns must agree in voice/person.

When writing, stick to one voice. For example, if you are the first person (I), do not confuse your reader by switching to the second person (you) or third person (he, she, they, it, etc.). Similarly, if you are using the second person, do not switch to first or third.

Incorrect:

When a person takes a pill, you should take it with water.
Correct:
When a person takes a pill, he or she should take it with water.
Pronouns must clearly refer to a specific noun.

Unclear:

Although Jason and Mike were annoyed by the referee's bad call, he did not yell or scream.
Is "he" Jason, Mike, or the referee?

Unclear:

They have to get approval from the mayor's office.
Who are "they"?

Unclear:

Jeremy will be making his debut in the play next week, which should be entertaining.
What will be entertaining, the play or the fact that Jeremy will be in the play?

Unclear:

Raven moved to Hollywood. This may be her only chance at fame and fortune.
What word does "this" refer to?

Unclear:
Bobby's dog has a new bandana, and it is the cutest thing ever!
What does "it" refer to, Bobby's dog or the bandana?

Personal Pronouns

Personal pronouns refer to specific people or things.

	The Forms and Functions of Personal Pronouns

	
	1st Person
	2nd Person
	3rd Person
Masculine
	3rd Person
Feminine
	3rd Person
Neuter

	Subjective Case Singular
doer of action
	I
	you
	he
	she
	it

	Subjective Case Plural
doer of action
	we
	you
	they
	they
	they

	Objective Case Singular
receiver of action
	me
	you
	him
	her
	it

	Objective Case Plural
receiver of action
	us
	you
	them
	them
	them

	Possessive Case Singular
w/out noun
	mine
	yours
	his
	hers
	its

	Possessive Case Plural
w/out noun
	ours
	yours
	theirs
	theirs
	their

	Possessive Case Singular
with noun
	my
	your
	his
	her
	its

	Possessive Case Plural
with noun
	our
	your
	their
	their
	their

	Compound Personal
(Reflexive and Intensive)
Singular
	myself
	yourself
	himself
	herself
	itself

	Compound Personal
(Reflexive and Intensive)
Plural
	ourselves
	yourselves
	themselves
	themselves
	themselves


