Simile and Metaphor

Similes and metaphors are used in figurative language to compare and contrast different objects or ideas. They are formed when words are put together so skillfully they bring up pictures in your mind.
Simile

A simile is when two things are directly compared because they share a common feature. The word AS or LIKE is used to compare the two words.
examples:
· The phone shook against the desk LIKE a fish out of water.

The phone isn't really a fish, but the movement it makes as it shakes and rings looks similar to a fish that is writhing out of water.
· The buses circled around the school AS close AS sharks circling a sick whale.

The buses aren't really sharks, but their movements may remind the reader of the way a shark stalks its prey.
Metaphor

A metaphor also compares two things, but it does so more directly WITHOUT using "as" or "like."
example:
· The picture was a window into the kind of person Peter was. 

A picture isn't a real window, but like a window, you can look into it. This is what the author wants the reader to know—that the picture allows people to see what Peter is like.
