Synonyms and Antonyms

	Synonyms and antonyms are categories of words. Recognizing the use of synonyms and antonyms can help readers learn new vocabulary.



Synonyms

Synonyms are words with the same or similar meanings. Thesauruses are primarily used to list synonyms for words.

	WORD
	SYNONYMS

	deceive
	beguile, bluff, delude, fool, hoax, hoodwink, mislead, trick

	earn
	acquire, attain, gain, obtain, procure, secure

	irritate
	aggravate, annoy, bother, bug, irk, vex

	permanent
	ceaseless, endless, everlasting, perpetual, unending

	stubborn
	hardheaded, headstrong, immovable, obdurate, pigheaded, rigid, unbending



Textbooks can use synonyms to clarify terms or ideas discussed. You can use synonyms to determine the meanings of unfamiliar words.


Examples:

“Delegation also gives a responsibility, or obligation, to employees to carry out assigned tasks satisfactorily and holds them accountable for the proper execution of their assigned work.”

—Business: A Changing World

“Almost all organic compounds and some inorganic compounds will ignitequite readily. When a compound burns in air, it is actually reacting with the oxygen in the air.”

—Chemistry
Antonyms

Antonyms are words that have opposite meanings. Some thesauruses will list antonyms of words after the synonyms.

	WORD
	ANTONYMS

	brawny
	frail, skinny, slight, thin, weak

	fickle
	constant, faithful, reliable, stable, steady

	lofty
	below, beneath, humble, low, modest

	obscure
	apparent, clear, explicit, obvious, perceptible, understood

	rash
	careful, cautious, planned, thoughtful



Antonyms can help readers understand the meanings of words by showing opposites.Look for a sentence structure that shows contrast. Words like however, but, andthough show that opposite ideas may be introduced.

Examples:

“Though cnidarians are a diverse group, all possess the same basic body structure.”

—Biology: the Dynamics of Life

“As the Renaissance moved north, its character changed. Northern humanists, for example, were often more interested in applying humanist principles and the lessons of the classics to religion than to secular topics.”

—World History: Continuity and Change
