	Tone

Tone is the reflection of an author's attitude toward his or her subject.


Have you ever been in a conversation with someone, and you were able to tell if that person was angry, sad, or happy? Usually, the person talking to you will give hints about how he or she is feeling with gestures like a frown, a smile, or a nervous twitch. 
[image: image1.jpg]




Authors give the same hints when they write. An author's tone gives the reader an idea about how the author feels about a certain subject. They aren't hints that can be seen like the hints in a conversation; however, things like word choice and attitude can be recognized in writing. For example, pay close attention to the author's tone in the passage below: 
     The school's decision to add four more vending machines shows that it thinks the health of its students is unimportant. Instead of working to make needed changes like adding better computers to the school, it decided that students need sugar, caffeine, fat, and calories instead. It is ridiculous! What kind of message does it send to the students? We are taught in our health classes to avoid sugary, fatty foods, but now, students have four more chances to swell up on junk food. The so-called food sold in these vending machines will make the student body grow, but it will be measured in pounds.

The author in this passage has a problem with the school's new vending machines and the junk food they sell. Think about how the author uses language to show how angry he or she is about the school adding new vending machines:

· The author uses the words "junk food" instead of "snacks" to show how bad the food is. They both mean the same thing, but "junk food" sounds more negative.

· The author uses words like "ridiculous" instead of "wrong" to show anger, since "wrong" doesn't express how angry the author really is.

· The author makes a comment on the school's needs by bringing up computers and then brining up sugar, caffeine, fat, and calories. Even though some sugar, caffeine, fat, and calories are not a bad thing, comparing them to the computers that the school needs shows that they are a bad choice.

· The author uses the phrase "student body" to make a comment on students gaining weight instead of using it as a way to talk about the population of the school.




	Impact and Tone

Sometimes, authors choose words to show how something feels, looks, or acts.These words give the reader a better idea of what is happening in the story. They can show you how exciting something is or how happy a person feels.



Authors use different words to show how something looks, feels, or acts. Look at this example below:

The ivory tower’s pointed cap rose in the distance as we walked through the olive green grass. I looked to my right and a palm tree loomed. Its emerald green leaves strained toward the sky and the ground all at once. The tree’s tan trunk was a pineapple-like scaffold.
The author chooses descriptive words for this paragraph. Compare them to if he or she had said, "We walked through the woods and a big white building was in front of us. I saw a big palm tree." The first paragraph uses words to paint a picture.
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Writers also use language to set the mood of a passage or support a theme. Look at this example below:
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The long, dark road unwound before Chrisette like a serpent striking its prey. The car’s windshield was continuously covered in a fine spray of water as the wipers swung back and forth like a pendulum. Through the blurry glass, Chrisette could just make out a figure in the darkness.

The author uses words to set a mood of foreboding in this passage. He or she could have simply said, "Chrisette was driving in the rain. It was dark outside. She could barely see the road in front of her."


